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Industries - Mines and Minerals - Tami ! I\Jadu Minor Mi1:ieral Concession R.u!es , 
- Introduction of Rules 41 & 42- Am endment - l\lotif ication - lssued. 

G.O. (Ms) No. 79 

I ndust 1-ies (MMC. 1) Depa rtment 

Dated: 06 .04.2015 
~®ruGir®ruri- ~rm® 2045 
mw 61J®LLD, Urii.J(§6ofl §)rii.Ja=,m 23 

READ: 

( 

·1. Order of th e Hon'ble Supreme Court of India dated 27 .02.2012 in LA. 
No .12-13 of 201 1 in Special Leave Petitions· (c) No.19628-196_29 of 2009 in 
t he matter of Deepak Kumar, etc., Vs State of Haryana and others . 

2. From t he Government of India, Min istry of Environment and Forest, Office 
Memorand um No.L-11011/ 47 /2011 - IA~ 11(M), dated 18.05.2012. 

3. From the Commissioner of Geology and Mining letter Rc.No .3868/LC/2012 
dated 09 .10.2012. · 

4. . From th e Commissioner of Geology and Mining letter Rc.No .3868/LC/2012, 
dated 24 .09 .2013 and 15.10.2014 . 

The Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in its order first read above have issued 
directions in respect of grant of leases for minor minerals. 

2 . The Hon 'bl e Supreme Court in its order has cited the following issues and . 
recomm endations made by the Ministry of Environment and Forest. 

a) Ministry of Mines along with Indian Bureau of Mines in consu_ltation with 
t he State Government may reexamine the classification of minerals into 
Major and Minor categories . 

b) Minimum size of mine/lease should be 5 hectares. 

c) Minimum period of mine/lease should be 5 years. 

d) A cluster approach to mines should be taken in case of similar mines 
leases operating presently. 

e) Mining plan should be made mandatory for minor minerais as well. 

f ) A separate corpus should be crea ted for reclamation and rehab ilit at ion 
of mined ou t areas . 
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Further, the Chairman, State Leve! Environ ment Impact Assessment 
Authority, Tamil Nadu has addressed to all the District Co ll ecto rs for submission of 
the following documents for granting Environmen t Clearance, as per Environrnent 
Impact Assessment Notification, 2006. 

a) to apply in· Form-I ( given in Appendix-I to t he Notification) with 
amendments. 

b) to submit as Environment Impact Assessment Report. 

c) to submit an approved mining plan , approved by t he Compet ent 
Authority. 

5 . In contin uation of t he above, the Commissioner of Geology and Mining in 
his letter fourth read above has sent the amendment proposal to insert a new rule 
41 and 42 to the Tamil Nadu Min or Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. 

6 . The Government have examined the above amendment proposal of the 
Commissioner of Geology and Mining and have decided to introduce new rules 41 
and 42 by amending the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959 as per 
the Appendix t o t his order. 

7. The Notification appended to this order will be published in the Tamil Nadu 
Government Gazette. The W9rks Manager, Government Central Press 1 Chennai is 
requested to supply 25 copies of the Notification to this Department1 Commissioner 
of Geology and Mining and all the District Collectors. 

· 8. The Director1 Tamil Development Culture and Religious Endowment 
(Translation) Department is requested to send the Tamil Translation of the 
Notification appended to this order to the Works Manager, Government Central 
Press, Chennai-79 for publishing it in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette and to all 
the District Collectors f<x publishing it in the District Gazettes, immediately. 

9 . The Government further directs all the District Collectors to follow the 
instructions det ailed below : 

(i) On submission of application for grant of quarry. lease in any rule 
under the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, the 
District Collector shall take a decision on the grant of lease, and the 
precise area may be communicated to the applicant. 

(ii) On receipt of the precise area communication from the District 
Collector, the applicant shall submit the draft Mining Plan to the 
Assistant Director / Deputy Director (Geology and Mining) of the 
concerned District, within a period of 90 days. The draft Mining Plan 
submitted by the applicant may be scrutinized and accorded approval 
by the Assistant Director / Deputy Director (Geology and Mining) or 
may be returned to the applicant for modification and resubmission 
within a period of 90 days from the date of rec~pt of the draft Mining 
Plan . 

,A .. . 



(i ii) if no decision is conveyed to the app lican t within the stipulated period, 
the draft mining pl an or the modified d1·aft mining plan furnished by 
the applicant shall be deemed to have been provisionally -approved and 
such approval shall be subject to th e final decision . whenever 
co mmunicated. 

(iv) The App roved Mining Plan may be sent to the applicant for obtaining 
Environment Clearance from the State Level Environment Impact 
Assessment Authority or Centra l Level in the Ministry of En vironment & 
Forests, as the case may be. 

(v) The applicant shall submit the approved mining plan along with the 
Environment Clearance to the authorities concerned. On receipt of the 
Approved Mining Pian and the Environment Clearance, the 
Government / District Collectors shall grant the quarry lease as the 
casemay be. 

(vi) Where quarrying ·operations for minor minerals other than granite have 
been undertaken before the commencement of these rules without 
approved mining plan such existing holder of minor mineral leases 
shal l submit the draft mining plan to the Assistant Director / Deputy 
Director (Geology and Mining) within 90 days from the date of 
commen cement qf these rules. · 

The draft mining plan submitted by the applicant shall be 
scrutinized and accorded approval or returned to the applicant by the 
Assistant Director / Deputy -Director (Geology and Mining) for 
modification and resubmission within a period of 90 days from the date 
of receipt of Jhe mining plan. 

If no decision is conveyed to the applicant within the stipulated 
period, the draft mining plan or the modified draft mining plan_ 
furnished by the applicant shall be deemed to have been provisionally 
approved and such approval shall be subject to the final decision 
whenever communicated. 

(vii) When the existing holders of minor mineral leases other than granite 
failed to submit the approvt:d mining plan within the stipulated period, 
the District Collector shall cancel the minor mineral leases after giving 
an opportunity of personal hearing . 

(viii) Where quarrying operations for minor minerals including granite have 
been undertaken before the commencement of these rules without 
environment clearance, such holder of minor mineral leases including 
granite shall submit the environment clearance yvithin 180 days from 
the date of Commencement of these rules. 
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( ix) 

To 
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When the existing holders of minor min eral leases including_ gra~lite 
failed to submit th e environment clearance with i:-i t he stipulated 
period , th e District Collector shall cancel t he leas'::'. after giving an 
opportunity of perso nal hearing. 

( BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR) 

C.V. SANKAR 
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

The Wor-ks Manager, Govern ment Cent ral Press, Chennai-79. 
The Director, Tamil Development Culture and Religious 

Endowment (Trans lation) Dept., Chennai-9 . 
The Commissioner of Geol ogy and Mining, Guindy, Chennai-32 . 
The Cha irman and Managing Director, TamilNadu Minerals Ltd, Chennai-5 . 
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Chennai-6. 
The Special Commissioner of Town & Country Planning, Chennai- .2. 
All District Forest Offi cers, through PCCF, Chennai-6 . 
All District Collectors 
The Principal Secretary, Publ ic Works Department,_ Chennai-9 . 
cop y to: 
The Law Department, Chennai.9 . 
The Pub lic Works Department, Chennai-9. 
All Sections in Min es wing , Industries Department, Chennai-9. 
The Industries (OP.I I) Department, Chennai-9. 
SF/ SC 

// Forwarded / By order// 
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In exercise of th e powers conferred by sub -sections ( 1) and ( 1-A) of section 
15 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regu lation) Act, 1_957 (Central fa.? 
67 of 1957) , the Govern or of Ta mil Nadu hereby makes t he fo llov,11 ng arnendrnen Ls 
to the Tam il f\Jad u Min or Mineral Con cession Rul es, 1959. 

AMENDMENTS 

In the said rules, after rule 40, the following rules sha ll be added, namely:

"4 1. Mining p!an is a pre - requisite to the grant of iease and 
submission an d approval of mining pia B'll for minor minerals other 
than Granite" 

(1) No lease shall be granted or renewed by the District Collector concerned 
unless t here is a mining plan duly approved by the concerned Assistant Director or 
Deputy Director of Geology and Mining, as the case may be of the district 
Concerned by way of a proceedings under rule 61 7, 8, 8-A, 12, 171 18, 19 and 
38-A of these rules. 

(2) The Assistant Director or Deputy Director of Geology and Mining 1_ as the 
case may be of the district is vested with the powers to approve the mining plan for 
the precise area communicated by the District Collector for the grant of lease for 
m inor minerals except granite. 

(3) Mining Plan to be prepared by a recognized person : -(i) No mining plan 
shall be approved unless it is . prepared by a qualified person recognized in . this 
behalf by the State Government or by a qualified person recognized by the Indian 
Bureau of Mines; 

(ii) No person shall be granted recognition for the purpose of-clause (1) by 
the State Government. or by the Indian Bureau of Mines in ·respect of 
minor minerals unless he holds:-

• 
(a) a degree in Mining Engineering or a post-graduate degree in 

· Geology granted by a University established or incorporated 
by or under a Central Act ( or) State Act or any Institution 
recognized by the University Grants Commission established 
under section 4 of the University Grants Commission Act, 
1956 (Central Act 3 of 1956) or any qualification equivalent 
thereto; and 

(b) professional experience of three yeqr of working in a 
supervisory capacity in the field of mining or mineral 
administration after obtaining a degree or qualification 
prescribed under clause (a). . 

( 4) Approval and submission of mining plan:- On submission of application 
for grant of quarry lease under these rules, the District Collector shall take a 
decision _on ~he ~ra_nt of leas_e and communicate the precise area to the applicant if 
the appl1cat1on is in order in all respects and the area is 'available for grant of 
mining lease. 

(5) On receipt of the precise area communication from the District Collector 
the applicant shall submit the draft mining plan for approval to the Assistant 
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T,odifi ca t ion anc ,·esubmiss ion v.1it hin 2 pe~iod o/ ninr::·,:·, lj::: ·.1s -=rnm ;:~1~ da~-= c f 
-eceipt of t he c:-aft mining plan , 

( 61 If r:o decision is con veyed to the applica nt 1111irhi n t lE sti pulated peric:,.j : 
th e d;aft mining plan or the mod ified draft mining pla n fu rn ished by th1:: applicant 
sh al I be deem ed to have been prov isiona lly appro ved and such appro var shall b'= 
subj ect ~o t he fin al dec ision whenever com municat ed. 

( 7) While cons idering the approval of m ining plan , the Ass istant Director or 
DepL:ty Director o~ Geo logy and Mining as t he case may be of t he district co ncern ed 
has to consider t he (i) level of production, ( ii ) level of mechan ization ( iii ) t ype: of 
;-:-i 2chin ery used in the mining of m ino r minera l, ( iv ) quantit y of diesel consumptic,n, 
,, v num ber of t rees uproot ed due t o min ing operat ion , (vi) export and import of t he 
m nor m inera l and (v ii ) sto rag e of m ine waste or dump etc. , 

( 8) The dra ,-t. m ining pl an shou ld conta in the fo llowing deta il s, namely :-

(i) 

(i ii) 

( iv) 

t he plan of th e precise area showing the nature and extent 
of th e m inor minera ls; 

spot or spots where t he excavation is to be done in the f irst fi ve yea: 
plan peri od and its extent; 

a tent at ive scheme of mining fo r the f irst fi ve years of t he lease ; 

det ails of t he geo logy 2nd lit holog y of the precise area · including 
r;-; i, ,erai reserves of t he minor minerai; 

(v) t hE extent of man ual m ining or min in g by the use of mach i:1ery and 
mechani ca l devices on the precise area. The plan of the precise area 
showlng natura l water courses , limits of reserved and other forest 
2reas and densit y of trees, if any, assessment of impact of mining 
activit y on forest land surface and environment including air and water 
pollut ion ; details of scheme for restoration of the area by aforestation, 
land reclamation , use of po llution control devices 2nd of such other 
measures ; 

(vi; 2nnu al programme and pian for exca vation on the prec:se area fro m 
yecr to ye2-: for f ive years; 

('.'i i; er1"1 iron m ental clearance for cluster of minor mineral leases from t he 
corE: 2re2 of m ining for 5 kilometers rad ius having area less than 50 
hectcres must be obtained frqm _ _!b_~ _$ta t_e En vi ronmental Imp2ct 
Assessment fa,:.Jthorit y ; and 

(vi ii) anv ot her co nditions wh ich 2rc: necessary to be imposed by the State 
Go,vE:rnmE: :-,t and th e sa me sh ou ld be incorpora t ed in the mining plan. 

I 

(9 ) Pe : !e\\' o= rn :n:ri g pi2n: - (i; e ,i 2ry ;77 :n ing plan c~lr aoorcved u1: d-2 r- tr:esc 
n ... :es sh2 IJ b2 . ::: ic for 2 perio1J c,f ~:-.e _, e2 rs . T:-,e le::=s2'= sh_a ii r-e \i e•.-'. t:-•e ,..... :r: :;; ~ 
eden 2 1,d s~brii~ ~:-1c S1:hr:: r-1'= c,f rn ;~ ·rg ; ,:,i r-- t h -2 r E" : ~:-.: e .. ,·,. -==::: c·~ ~:-.= ~ 2~~ - c: 

for cpo -c· .... 2 1 v.., h -=: .... ~ ,,· .:=: r n-,i - .!r-,e; : •~. 1
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_ , 1-=s ,,1:idi f:,~"i:: -.: •. · ~· ·1 .. •:t -= ·-::::~-= 
::,erioo the 1ess-:: .. 2 snail carr,· ) . .J ~: sLJch modifica tic,,~ ~;-,,j r-s- - _s :_i lJ1--,- ;;:: ·::- ~ 
r.1odified mining pl2n t c ti1e Assistant Directoi- •Y '::JeJUt/ G i;-2c,:e, :- ·=;" 
Geoiog, and rv1ining. as the case ma y be of the '.:li~t i·i,:t ,: onc-:: 1T1~d ·",:, .
appro \·al. 

1 iin The A.ssistant Director or Deputy Di rector of Geo log\ ~rnd Mini1-,g as th ':: 
case mav be of the dist,-ict concemed shall , vvithi1-, 2 peri od of 11ir1et"; 
days from the date of rece ipt of t he modified mining plan , con·vey i-:is 
a;::iproval or disapprnval to the lessee and in case of disapo rova!, !-":-:: 
sha ll also con v ey th e reasons fo , disa pprov ing t:f-12 sa id m cdif i'2:C 
min ing plan . 

( 1v1 If no decision is co nvey ed on mod ifi ed m in ing p lan wi t hi n t he period 
st ipul ated, it shall be deem ed t o have been provisionally app ro ved and 
such approval shall be subject to t he final decis ion whenever 
communicated. 

( 10) Qu arryi ng operations t o be in accordance w ith mining plan:- ( i) Every 
hol c:'e r of a /e3se sha ll ca r ry out the quarry ing operat io-n for mi nor m inera l in 
acco,d 2nce \/1/i ch the approved m inin g p lan .. 

(ii) If the m inin g operations are not ca rried out in acco rdance wi th t he 
mining p lan ,_ the District Co ll ecto r may order suspensian of a ll 
quarryi ng operations and per m it co nt inuance of quarry ing operations, 
by way of rectifi cati on to rest ore the condit ions as m ay be .necess2 r1 in 
th e qu arry as en v isaged under t he said min ing p lan . 

Where quarryin g operations for minor minerals other than gran ites 
h cve been un dertaken before the commencement of th~se ruies 
without approv ed mining plan, such ex isting holder of minor minera l 
ieases sha ll subm it the draft mining plan to the Assistant Director or 
Deputy DirE;,ctor of Geology and Min ing , as case may be of the district 
concern ed w ith in n inety day s from the date of commencement of 
t r. ese ru les. 

Th e d raft mining plan submitted by the applicant sha ll be scrutinized 
and 2ccorded approval or returned to the applicant for moomca1:i on 
and resubm ission w it hin a period of ninety days from the date of 
receipt of th e m in in g plan. 

If no decision is con veyed to t he ap pl icant w ith in the stipu lated period 1 

ch e draft min ing pl an or the modif ied draft mining plan f urnished by 
the app licant shal l be de,::med t0 l=l av .: bee n-prov tsi on al iy approved and 
such appro v al sh a ll be subject to t he f ina l dec isio n w henev er 
comn-.unicated . 

Wh eri t he eYist ing ho! ce , 5 of :r1in,)r r:-1·,-, eral leases eth er ( ha n grcn ice 
fa il ed to submit th e app ro ·..: cd m in ing p lan 'Ni t h in ~h -2 s~ ioul at cd per;c,c , 
tr. -:: Dist r ict Co llector shall r: c nce l tn -2 r--ci ircr min a2: I -=cses after g i\•:.-1c;· 
2r. 0ppo rtun :t-1 of person .2! hecrin ;:: . 

''4l. Submission o f en vi ro 11 rn~ r1 t clea r a n ce: ~oi- the o r an t 0 f eewa r~
lease fo r minor miner2 !s inchJdl :ii •::; G, 2 n i t i:=. '' : - .:;:: : ;--= 0:-•::-· ,..·=·· ·e •J :-:-r.<:-: ~ 
p ie r. sr c iJ be for v'l/ o rd ea t o i::~ ~ co : ;,:2T "-:- ::i: ::: ;::i -;2 c- ·, : - \.;J l i":l c n i_ L ·'- - ' C ·-= 



To 

f,orn th e 5t 2"Ce L~·,1 el Em ironr,,2r:-c Irnp2:~ .-.ssessm':::--: -:: : ...:-:: :-,-:;:-··: , ~· -= 
i'\·lii7i 5tr\ of Envirnr,ment and Forests os th-=: .::a.s:::: rn21 ·r' b=. 

(ii) On submission of approved n1i11ing p/a-, a,,d =:r, ·.1, ·0:-1111-:: i-,L clea ra,1c<:: 
from the said authorit ies

1 
the Government or tr,-:: "]1strict Coli -=:ctor, ~s 

the case may be, sha ll grant th e qu arrv lease. 

(iii) Where quarrying ope,·at ions fo r minor minerals i1-,clud ing granit es have 
been undertaken before the com mencement of th ese rul es without 
environm ent clearance, such holder of mi nor mi ner2. I in clud ing g,2nit-= 
leases shall subm it the env ironment clearan ce withlri one hundred and 
eighty da ys~ the date of commencement of these ru les. 

(f\•) When th e exist ing ho lders of m ino r m ineral leases includ ing g,2: nite 
f 2il ed

1 
to submit the en vi ron ment cl eara nce w ith in t he stipu l2t ed 

period , the District Coll ect or or t he Government, as th e case may be 
shal ! cancel th e lease afte r givin g an oppo rtun it y of Person nel hea r i11 g. 

(BY ORDER OF TH E .GOVERNOR) 

C,V. SAN K.L;.R. 
A DDITIONA L CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVE RN MENT 

The Works M2nag e,, Government Central Press, Chennai - 79. 
The Director, Tamil Development Cu it ure and Rel igious 

Endowment (Translation) Dept ., Chenna i- 9. 
The Comm issioner of Geology and Mi nin g1 Guindy, Chennai -32 . 
The Chairman and Manag ing Director, Ta rni lnadu Minera ls Ltd , Chenn ai-5 . 
The Princip2I Ch ief Conservator of Forest, Chen ri ai-6. 
The Speci al Comm iss ion er of Town & Country Planni ng , Chen nai- .2 . 
. A. :! Distri ct Forest Offi cers 1 throug h PCC F, Chen nai-6. 
All District Co ll ectors 
The Princip 2I Secret ary, Public Works Departm ent , Chennai -9 , 
Copy to: 
The La w Dep2;-:::1T:ent, Chenn ai. 9. 
The Pub !: c Works Dep artm ent , Chen nai - 9 . 
fa. II Sections in Mines win g, I ndustc]_~ _QeDartmerJti C_b.s:nm:i- 9. 
The I11d ustries ( OP.I i) Depan:r,,ent, Chenna l-9 . 
SF/ SC 
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